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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, GW, PINT 

SUBJECT: BRANDT'S RESIGNATION: THE NEXT STEPS 

1. THE FOLLOWING IS THE ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
IN CONNECTION WITH THE FORMATION OF A NEW GOVERNMENT 
FOLLOWING BRANDT'S RESIGNATION. 

2. MAY 15 - ELECTION OF FEDERAL PRESIDENT BY THE 
BUNDESVERSAMMLUNG. THERE WILL BE TWO CANDIDATES, SCHEEL 
FOR SPD/FDP. VON WEIZSAECKER FOR CDU/CSU. SPD/FDP 
STRENGTH IS 535, CDU/CSU IS 501 (FURTHER DETAILS ON 
BUNDESVERSAMMLUNG BY SEPTEL). SCHEEL WILL BE ELECTED. 
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3. MAY 16 - ELECTION OF NEW CHANCELLOR BY BUNDESTAG. 
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SCHMIDT WILL BE SPD/FDP COALITION CANDIDATE AND WILT. BE 
ELECTED (COALITION HAS 271 SEATS, OPPOSITION 225). 
NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN SPD AND FDP ON DIVISION OF 
MINISTERIAL POSTS CONTINUE INTENSIVELY. MINISTERS OF 
BRANDT GOVERNMENT CONTINUE ON CARETAKER BASIS UNTIL NEW 
GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED. SCHEEL AT THE MOMENT IS ACTING 
CHANCELLOR AS WELL AS FOREIGN MINISTER. 

4. MAY 17 - PRESENTATION BY SCHMIDT OF HIS NEW CABINET 
TO BUNDESTAG. PROBABLY SAME DAY ALSO PRESENTATION OF 
NEW GOVERNMENT POLICY DECLARATION. SCHMIDT MAY PROPOSE 
THAT DEBATE SUCCEEDING PRESENTATION OF GOVERNMENT POLICY 
DECLARATION BE HELD THROUGH WEEKEND. OPPOSITION WILL 
PROBABLY OPPOSE THIS SUGGESTION, AND DEBATE WILL 
OCCUPY MAY 20-22. FOLLOWING DEBATE, BUNDESTAG WILL BE 
RECESSED. 

5. ABOVE PREDICTIONS OBVIOUSLY ASSUME CONTINUATION OF 
SPD/FDP COALITION. BOTH PARTIES HAVE EMPHATICALLY 
STATED THEIR INTENTION TO DO SO. 

HILLENBRAND 
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